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Dear Parents & Carers,

This week, I would like to share some thoughts on a subject that often
sparks strong and very personal views: the physical punishment of
children. Many of us, as adults, may recall a time when smacking—or even
the use of belts or canes—was more common. For some, these
memories are framed as part of “how things were done.” However, it is
important to recognise how the law in England views this issue today,
and the role schools play in keeping children safe. The law states that
while parents are allowed to use “reasonable punishment,” this is not
clearly defined. What is clear, however, is that any physical punishment
which leaves a mark, or where an implement is used, is against the law.
As a school, our responsibility is not only to educate but also to
safeguard every child in our care. This means that if we ever become
aware of a child being hit with an implement, or showing injuries that
may have resulted from physical punishment, we are legally obliged to
report this to the local authority. This is never about judging parenting
choices—it is about following the law and ensuring children are safe and
protected. I know this can be a sensitive and sometimes divisive topic.
Some parents may believe that a “tap” or “smack” has a place in
discipline, while others feel strongly that no physical punishment is ever
appropriate. Regardless of personal views, it is vital that we are all
aware of the legal boundaries and the school’s duty of care.

Best wishes,
Mr J Smales
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If you have concerns about a child in school, please contact one of the
Safeguarding team:

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Jonathan Smales (Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Liz Kramer (Deputy Headteacher)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Nicole Barber (Assistant Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Stephanie Tollervey (Assistant

Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Michelle Kagan (FLO)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Helen Rixon (Office Manager) 

If you are concerned about a child outside of school, either after school, at the
weekends or during a school holiday, you can contact the following to report
your concerns: 

Helpful Contact Numbers
Medway Children Services – 01634 334466

Out of Hours Duty Team Medway – 03000 419191
NSPC – 0800 800 500

Police – 101
Medway.gov.uk/mscb/

http://gov.uk/mscb/
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Arty Party Art Workshops nee

Reception have well and truly settled into school life and have been enjoying the outside
area. We have been completing our rainbow challenges and taking ownership of our

learning. 

Nursery

In Nursery this week we practised our cutting skills. Our abilities range from
making snips around the edge to cutting along lines.

Year R

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.
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Year 1
In Year 1 we have been learning about the book ‘Can’t You Sleep Little Bear’. We have retold

the story, sequenced the story and made story maps. In challenge time we also made
lanterns for the little bear.

Year 2

Recently, we focused on primary and secondary colours through printmaking, which has
sparked creativity and fun. The children have enjoyed mixing paints and discovering how

colours change. We have now moved on to warm and cool colours, discussing how these
can influence the feelings evoked by their artwork.

As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.
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Year 3

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.

Year 4

In Year 3, we have been exploring Buddhism, focusing on one of the Buddha’s key
teachings. Buddhists believe that true happiness is not found in owning many things or
having power. The children shared their own ideas about this teaching and discussed

whether they agreed with it. It was a thoughtful and reflective session, giving everyone the
opportunity to consider what truly makes us happy.

As part of our curriculum, we explored the different types of teeth, their functions, and
how they helped us in the process of eating. To make our learning as hands-on as possible,

we used some everyday objects to mimic the various types of teeth. We used water
bottles to represent molars, pencils for canines, and scissors to illustrate incisors. This
tactile approach helped the children understand how each type of tooth played a unique
role in chewing and breaking down food, specifically bread in our experiment. By engaging
with these representations, students were able to visualise and grasp the concept more

effectively.
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Year 5

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.

Year 4

This week, Year 5 have been investigating forces and learning all about mass and weight.
We used force meters (also known as Newton meters) to measure how strong different
forces are, and scales to measure mass. We also discovered that mass is measured in

grams (g) and kilograms (kg), while weight—a force—is measured in Newtons (N).

We learnt that mass and weight are often mixed up, but they’re actually quite different!
Mass is the amount of matter in an object, while weight is the force of gravity acting on

it. It was really interesting to see how easily people confuse the two—and how our
experiments helped us understand the difference. Everyone enjoyed testing different

objects and bringing science to life through hands-on learning!

Year 6

Year 6 have been learning all about the circulatory system and how blood travels
around the body. To bring their learning to life, the children had the opportunity to see

a dissection of a lamb’s heart. They carefully explored the chambers, valves and
vessels, gaining a hands-on understanding of how this vital organ works. It was a
fascinating and memorable experience that deepened their knowledge of the human

body.  
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PHONICS WORKSHOPS

We are excited to invite you to a special event at Barnsole where we will be sharing how we
teach Little Wandle phonics in classes, followed by an opportunity to watch teachers

delivering phonics learning to your children. Understanding how children learn to read and write
is a key part of their educational journey, and we would like to offer an opportunity for you

to see firsthand the interactive approach and activities that we use to support your
children’s reading development. Look out for the Google form to sign up if you are a parent

of a Year 1 or Reception child.
Presentations will take place on Monday 13th October at 9:00 am and Wednesday 5th
November at 9:00am for parents of Year 1 and Reception children, followed up in your

child’s class. 
Can’t make the morning session - we have an additional phonics observation session on

Monday 13th November at 3:30pm - 4pm during the Phonics Club.
 

To sign up please complete this google form:
https://forms.gle/LTEdevNS7tMJ3Qrp7

Thank you to all the parents/Grandparents, family
friends etc who came to our Macmillan Coffee morning, it

was a great success again and we raised £452.01

Thank you again for supporting another charitiy event.  We
raised £269.00

Congratulations to Mrs Baker and her husband who
welcomes a baby boy on Friday 19  September weighing

7lb 1oz.  Everyone is doing well.

th
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Our school and Trust operates a zero-debt policy. Therefore, all
wraparound care sessions must be booked and paid for at least 24

hours in advance.
Please check your child’s MCAS account and pay any outstanding debt.

Moving forward if your child’s account is in debt, we will not be able to
admit them to any wraparound care sessions until the debt is cleared.
The school office will be contacting you either to assist with making

payment or ask you to collect your child.  

Wraparound care is an additional, non-compulsory service. Continued
booking without payment may result in a review of the offer of these

provisions to you in the future.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

Thank you to Friends of Barnsole for organising the family
disco.  It was great so see so many families come along and
the children having a great time.  We raised £489.00 which

will go back to supporting the school. 
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Parent Information - Uniform Reminder

School Uniform
Please can we remind parents of our school uniform policy.  Please take the

time to read this on our school website.

Jewellery & Hair Accessories 
Earrings - plain Studs only

Hair bands or hair ties should be plain colours and small
No necklaces, bracelets or any other item of jewellery is allowed

Items of Religious Significance
Children from the Sikh community are allowed to wear a kara, which is a steel
or iron bracelemt.  As part of the Sikh faith, the kara must not be removed.

Head coverings (hijab) should be plain navy blue or black without any
embellishments, patterns or additonal decorations. 

PE Days
For PE Days, children should be wearing black shorts, leggings or tracksuit

bottoms.  T-shirt in the colour of your child’s house team or a plain white t-
shirt and  Black trainers (no bright ones).

On the days that the children have PE they can come to school already their PE
kit.  It is essential that all items of clothing are clearly marked with your

child’s name, including coats and PE kit.
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The deadline for applications to be submitted for national offer day for primary
school is 15  January 2026.  Please be advised that if your child attends Barnsole

Nursery it is NOT an automatic admission into Yr R.

th

Apply for a Primary and Secondary

School place for September 2026

To apply, visit this link:
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1061/applying_for_a

_secondary_school_place 

Secondary School applications  

Primary School applications  

To apply, visit this link:
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1059/applying_for_

a_primary_school_place/3

https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1061/applying_for_a_secondary_school_place
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1061/applying_for_a_secondary_school_place
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1059/applying_for_a_primary_school_place/3
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1059/applying_for_a_primary_school_place/3
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Infants

Saturn - 97%
Mercury - 97%
Neptune - 96%
Jupiter - 95%
Comet - 92%
Venus - 91%

Moonbeams - 91%
Mars - 89%

 
 

Juniors
Oberon - 98%
Apollo - 97%
Icarus - 97%
Phoenix - 96%
Juno - 96%
Titan - 96%

Capricorn - 94%
Aquarius - 93%
Aquila - 92%
Dragon - 92%
Orion - 90%

Pegasus - 89%
Polaris - 88%



Monday 13  Octoberth Phonics Workshops for parents (Yr 1 & 2 Parents) 
(9am-10am) - FULL

Wednesday 15th October
Phonics Workshops for parents (Yr 1 & 2 Parents) 
(9am-10am)
Further information to follow

Thursday 16th October Autumn Term 1 Ends

HALF TERM Friday 17  October - 31st October th

Monday 3  Novemberrd SCHOOL RETURNS

Wednesday 5  Novemberth Parents Consultation Meetings (3.30pm-5.30pm)
Further information to follow

Wednesday 12  Novemberth Parents Consultation Meetings (3.30pm-5.30pm)
Further information to follow

Friday 14th November Children in Need
Further information to follow

Friday 12  Decemberth
Non-Uniform Day
Donations to the Christmas Fayre - further information 
to follow

Wednesday 17  Decemberth Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Dinner Day

Friday 19  Decemberth Autumn Term 2 Ends

CHRISTMAS BREAK Monday 22nd December-Friday 2nd January 2026

Monday 5  Januaryth SCHOOL RETURNS

Thursday 15  Januaryth School Census (Special Menu)

Tuesday 10  Februaryth Yr R and Yr 6 Height, Weight and Measure

Friday 13  February th Spring Term 1 ends

HALF TERM Monday 16  February-Friday 20  Februaryth th

Monday 23  February rd SCHOOL RETURNS 

Thursday 5  Marchth World Book Day
Further information to follow

Thursday 11  March-Wednesday 18  Marchth th Scholastic Book Fair
Further information to follow

Friday 13  Marchth Red Nose Day
Further information to follow

Friday 20  Marchth INSET DAY

Wednesday 25  Marchth Parents Consultation Meetings 3.30pm-5.30pm
Further details to follow

Dates for the Diary



Wednesday 1  Aprilst Parents Consultation Meetings 3.30pm-5.30pm
Further details to follow

Thursday 2nd April Spring Term 2 ends

Friday 3  April-Friday 17  Aprilrd th Easter Holidays

Monday 20  Aprilth SCHOOL RETURNS

Monday 4  Mayth May Bank Holiday

Monday 11  May-Thursday 14  Mayth th Yr 6 SATs Week

Monday 25  May-Friday 29  Mayth th May Half Term

Monday 1  Junest School Returns

Wednesday 8  Julyth Summer Fayre

Tuesday 21  Julyst End of School Year

HALF TERM Friday 17  October - 31st October th

Monday 3  Novemberrd SCHOOL RETURNS

Wednesday 5  Novemberth Parents Consultation Meetings (3.30pm-5..30pm

Dates for the Diary








