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Dear Parents & Carers,

Today, we have enjoyed a very special day here at Barnsole
Primary School as we marked Children in Need. This national
charity works to support children and young people across the
UK who are facing difficulties such as poverty, illness, or
challenging home situations. The money raised helps to fund
projects around the UK which provide safety, support, and
opportunities so that every child has the chance to thrive. It has
been wonderful to see so many of our pupils taking part today,
whether by dressing up, wearing something yellow or spotty, or
bringing in a donation. The effort and enthusiasm from the
children – and the support from you as parents and carers –
really shows what a caring school community we have. Events
like Children in Need are important, not only because they raise
vital funds, but because they help our children to learn about
kindness, empathy, and doing something positive for others. Thank
you for your generosity and for supporting your child to take
part. Together, we are helping to make a difference to children’s
lives, both here at Barnsole and across the country.

Best wishes,
Mr J Smales
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If you have concerns about a child in school, please contact one of the
Safeguarding team:

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Jonathan Smales (Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Liz Kramer (Deputy Headteacher)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Nicole Barber (Assistant Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Stephanie Tollervey (Assistant

Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Michelle Kagan (FLO)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Helen Rixon (Office Manager) 

If you are concerned about a child outside of school, either after school, at the
weekends or during a school holiday, you can contact the following to report
your concerns: 

Helpful Contact Numbers
Medway Children Services – 01634 334466

Out of Hours Duty Team Medway – 03000 419191
NSPC – 0800 800 500

Police – 101
Medway.gov.uk/mscb/

http://gov.uk/mscb/
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This term's topic is Let's Explore. We've enjoyed exploring with our senses. Last week we
were making witchy potions to tie in with our book Room on the Broom and this week we

have explored lots of smelly things including herbs. We mixed them with some different
liquids and textures to see how they turned out. We also explored the different sounds
that instruments made when we poured different things on them. We liked the sound of

the pasta landing on the drum and the xylophone.

Nursery

Year R

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.

T
his week in Nursery we have been reading different traditional tales. At the end of the week we took a poll to find out our favourite story in the morning session and in the afternoon session.

This week in Nursery we have been reading different traditional tales. At the end of the
week we took a poll to find out our favourite story in the morning session and in the

afternoon session.
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Year 1
Year One had a fantastic time on Art Day! We explored self-portraits by the Cubist

artist Pablo Picasso and were inspired by his colourful and imaginative style. The
children enjoyed creating their own modern versions, complete with funny faces and bold

designs. It was a wonderful day full of creativity and fun!

Year 2
As part of our learning, we have had the opportunity to fully immerse ourselves in the
enchanting world of portals. We've been focusing on crafting vivid setting descriptions

that draw readers into our narratives. Together, the class has engaged in lots of
collaborative work, sharing ideas and adjectives to bring a forest to life using our

senses. To enhance this experience, we’ve watched videos and listened to nature sounds,
which has helped us to deepen our understanding and spark creativity in our writing.

As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.
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Year 3

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.

Year 4
This week, the children have been immersing themselves in their new text, 'How to

Train Your Dragon'. They ventured into the wild Dragon Cliff Caves and attempted to
trap their very own dragon! However, the dragons proved tricky to catch, constantly

waking up and destroying the children’s plans.

This exciting experience will now inspire their English writing as they use the drama
and action of the story to create their own narratives. They will be focusing on using

emotive language and direct speech to bring their main characters to life.

This week in PE, Year 3 have been exploring dance using industrial factories as
their inspiration. The children have worked creatively to develop movements that
represent cogs, pistons, and levers, bringing the mechanical world to life through

dance!
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Year 5

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.

Year 6

Last term in Music, Year 6 formed their very own bands! Working with Mrs Tutty, the
children explored a range of instruments and experimented with different rhythms

using graphic scores. They even created their own graphic scores and worked hard to
keep in time as a group. The unit finished on a real high, with each band performing

their piece to the class — a lovely and memorable end to the term’s work.  

In Maths this week, Year 5 have been learning all about fractions! We started by
exploring equivalent fractions, discovering how different fractions can actually represent

the same amount. Using fraction walls, number lines, and visual models, students
compared and created pairs of equivalent fractions, such as ½ and 2⁄4. They enjoyed

using their problem-solving skills to find patterns and simplify fractions by dividing both
the numerator and denominator by the same number. This learning has built a strong

foundation for our upcoming work on comparing, ordering, and adding fractions.
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In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.

Basketball Success at the Mini Youth Games!
Well done to our basketball team, who on Tuesday triumphed at the Basketball Mini Youth Games

Cup Tournament held at Medway Park! The team played outstanding basketball throughout the
day, showing excellent teamwork, respect, and sportsmanship.

They dominated the court from start to finish, winning all eight of their games by a considerable
margin. Their impressive performance and huge points difference secured gold medals and another

trophy for Barnsole — a proud addition to Miss Millard’s growing collection!
A huge thank you to all the parents and family members who came along to support and cheer on

the children — your encouragement made the victory even more special.

Results:
St Andrews - Won - 16-6

Twydall - Won - 20-1
Saxon Way - Won - 20-0
Parkwood - Won - 16-1

Hoo St Werburgh - Won - 21-4
Chettenden - Won - 23-4
Miers Court - Won - 13-6

Napier - Won - 9-7
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You may have noticed that some children came home on Friday with delicious cakes and
cookies that they had made in school, these treats were the result of our brand-new

Champions Club, which launched on Friday 7th November.

Each week, one child from every class in Key Stage 2 will be invited to join the Champions Club
as a special recognition of their hard work, positive attitude, and commitment to always doing
the right thing. These children consistently demonstrate our school values, showing kindness,

empathy, and respect towards others both in and out of the classroom.

During the session, the children take part in a fun, hands-on activity, this week it was baking,
and enjoying time together celebrating their achievements.

                                

Champions Club Launches at Barnsole!

                   

Following the success of our reading sessions last year, when parents were invited into school
to share a love of reading with their children, we are delighted to announce that the initiative

will be relaunching this term.

From Friday 21st November, we would like to invite all parents of children in Reception and Key
Stage 1 to come into school at 2:45pm each Friday afternoon to spend time reading with their

children.

Last year’s sessions were a real highlight of the week, it was great to see so many parents
and carers joining us. Some read one-to-one with their child, others read with small groups,
and some even brought in favourite books from home to share. The atmosphere across the

whole Infant school was filled with excitement, stories, and the fun of reading together.

Whether you are new to the school or joined us for these sessions last year, we would love
to see you on Friday 21st November for the first session of the year. Continuing to develop

our children’s love of books and reading - together.

Sharing a Love of Reading – Are you free on

Friday 21st November?
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PHONICS WORKSHOP SUCCESS

We were pleased to host some well-attended Phonics Workshops recently, where parents
joined their children in a fun and engaging phonics lesson. The children were excited to share
their learning, and having their parents in the classroom meant a great deal to them. It was
great to see so many families taking part and showing such enthusiasm for early reading.
During the sessions, parents had the opportunity to explore the specific language we use

when teaching phonics – including key terms such as digraph and trigraph. The workshop also
offered practical ideas for how parents can continue to support their children’s phonics
learning at home. If you missed the sessions and would like further information, please

contact the office.
The sessions highlighted the high expectations we hold for all our pupils as they develop the
essential skills for early reading. We would like to extend a big thank you to all the parents

who attended, we really appreciate you giving up your time to support your children’s
learning.

Keep an eye out for future opportunities to come into school and share in your children’s
learning experiences - we always look forward to welcoming you!

Our school and Trust operates a zero-debt policy. Therefore, all wraparound
care sessions must be booked and paid for at least 24 hours in advance.

Please check your child’s MCAS account and pay any outstanding debt.  Moving
forward if your child’s account is in debt, we will not be able to admit them
to any wraparound care sessions until the debt is cleared.  The school office
will be contacting you either to assist with making payment or ask you to

collect your child.  

Wraparound care is an additional, non-compulsory service. Continued booking
without payment may result in a review of the offer of these provisions to

you in the future.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.
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 Well done to Michael in Year 6 who last Saturday graded in his Black Belt,
Shodan (1st Dan). Michael  started doing kung fu in Feb 2020 being just under

5y.o and never stopped really.

f

 Well done to Nova in Yr 5 for placing 3  out of 20 dancers in her Irish Dancing
Competition. .

rd
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Parent Information - Uniform Reminder

School Uniform
Please can we remind parents of our school uniform policy.  Please take the

time to read this on our school website.

Jewellery & Hair Accessories 
Earrings - plain Studs only

Hair bands or hair ties should be plain colours and small
No necklaces, bracelets or any other item of jewellery is allowed

Items of Religious Significance
Children from the Sikh community are allowed to wear a kara, which is a steel
or iron bracelemt.  As part of the Sikh faith, the kara must not be removed.

Head coverings (hijab) should be plain navy blue or black without any
embellishments, patterns or additonal decorations. 

PE Days
For PE Days, children should be wearing black shorts, leggings or tracksuit

bottoms.  T-shirt in the colour of your child’s house team or a plain white t-
shirt and  Black trainers (no bright ones).

On the days that the children have PE they can come to school already their PE
kit.  It is essential that all items of clothing are clearly marked with your

child’s name, including coats and PE kit.
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EE Safer Sims

The EE network is offering Safer SIM plans come with pre-set parental control options, so
you can rest assured your child is better protected against viewing inappropriate

material.
Parental controls can't be switched off, so whenever they’re connected to the EE Mobile

network they’ll be safer online. Parental controls block access to websites based on
content categories but can’t block all content in apps.

If you’ve got EE Broadband, you can set more parental controls so that devices connected
to your Smart Hub router will have content filtered too.

https://ee.co.uk/mobile/safer-sims#plans

https://ee.co.uk/help/security/staying-safe-online/switching-content-lock-on-or-off
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Children in Need 2025

Noor Fatima in Yr 1 has made 25 cupcakes.  

Margot Whiffing, Ava, Millie (Oberon)
Ruelle Kelly (dragon), Sienne Kelly (Saturn),
Woody Whiffing (Venus) 

All completed a 25 minute lantern walk at
Gillingham Park and created their own
lanterns for it. It was a really great
community event!

  

Thank you for your generous
donations, we raised £321.45



• Bake Sale •

• Bake Sale •• Bake Sale •

• Bake Sale •

Arty Party Art Workshops ne

Class Attendance for the year so far ...

f

Infants

Saturn - 97%
Neptune - 96%
Mercury - 95%
Jupiter - 93%
Comet - 93%

Moonbeams - 92%
Venus - 91%
Mars - 90%

 
 

Juniors

Oberon - 97%
Phoenix - 97%
Apollo - 96%
Titan - 96%

Icarus - 95%
Aquarius - 95%
Capricorn - 94%

Juno - 94%
Pegasus - 93%
Dragon - 93%
Aquila - 93%
Orion - 90%
Polaris - 90%



Monday 1  Decemberst Yr 3 Stoneage worshop 
(Payment to be made via the MCAS app)

Tuesday 2  Decembernd Yr 5 Egyptian workshop 
(Payment to be made via the MCAS app)

Friday 5  Decemberth Yr 6 African Dance Workshop
(Payment to be made via the MCAS app)

Monday 8  Decemberth

Yr 4 Christmas Carol Concert (10am-11a,)

Yr 1 Christmas Carol Concert (1.30-2.30pm)
Third Avenue Church

Tuesday 9  Decemberth

Yr 5 Christmas Carol Concert (10am-11am)

Yr 2 Christmas Carol Concert (1.30pm-2.30pm)
Third Avenue Church

Wednesday 10  Decemberth Yr 6 Christmas Carol Concert (10am-11am)
Third Avenue Church

Wednesday 10  Decemberth Yr 4 Anglo Saxon Workshop 
(Payment to be made via MCAS app)

Friday 12  Decemberth Year R Nativity (10am-11am)
Third Avenue Church

Friday 12  Decemberth
Non-Uniform Day
Donations to the Christmas Fayre - further information 
to follow

Wednesday 17  Decemberth Barnsole Christmas Fayre (3.30-5.00pm) 
KS2 Hall

Friday 19  Decemberth Autumn Term 2 Ends

CHRISTMAS BREAK Monday 22nd December-Friday 2nd January 2026

Dates for the Diary



Monday 5  Januaryth SCHOOL RETURNS

Thursday 15  Januaryth School Census (Special Menu)

Tuesday 10  Februaryth Yr R and Yr 6 Height, Weight and Measure

Friday 13  February th Spring Term 1 ends

HALF TERM Monday 16  February-Friday 20  Februaryth th

Monday 23  February rd SCHOOL RETURNS 

Thursday 5  Marchth World Book Day
Further information to follow

Thursday 11  March-Wednesday 18  Marchth th Scholastic Book Fair
Further information to follow

Friday 13  Marchth Red Nose Day
Further information to follow

Friday 20  Marchth INSET DAY

Wednesday 25  Marchth Parents Consultation Meetings 3.30pm-5.30pm
Further details to follow

Wednesday 1  Aprilst Parents Consultation Meetings 3.30pm-5.30pm
Further details to follow

Thursday 2nd April Spring Term 2 ends

Friday 3  April-Friday 17  Aprilrd th Easter Holidays

Monday 20  Aprilth SCHOOL RETURNS

Monday 4  Mayth May Bank Holiday

Monday 11  May-Thursday 14  Mayth th Yr 6 SATs Week

Monday 25  May-Friday 29  Mayth th May Half Term

Monday 1  Junest School Returns

Wednesday 8  Julyth Summer Fayre

Tuesday 21  Julyst End of School Year

Dates for the Diary








