
Content

Add a heading

Dear Parents and Carers,
As we approach the half-term break, I’d like to wish all of our Barnsole families a
restful and enjoyable two week break. It’s a much-needed time to relax and enjoy quality
moments together. At the same time, I encourage you to blend that rest with a touch of
learning — just a little — so that your child returns to school confident and ready. Over
the break, regular reading can make all the difference. Whether your child reads a few
pages per day from a favourite book, comic, or magazine, the habit of reading keeps
vocabulary growing and minds active. Equally important is maintaining fluency with times
tables. If your child has access to a device at home, they can log into their Times Table
Rockstars account and practise those all-important multiplication facts a few minutes
daily. Even short, consistent practice helps to preserve progress and avoid having to
‘catch up’ soon after we return. Of course, holidays shouldn’t be entirely about
schoolwork — children also need fun, new experiences and time to rest. I’m pleased to
share that Medway Council and local partners are offering a range of mostly free or low-
cost activities during the break.

Through the MedwayGo Holiday Activities and Food programme, children can enjoy
sport, art, drama, dance and more — with a free meal included for those eligible.
Medway’s heritage sites get involved too — for example, historical storytelling and
creative workshops at Rochester Castle, or arts and craft sessions at museums.
Many local parks are wonderful for wildlife walks or family picnics. Consider a visit to
Riverside Country Park, which offers trails, birdwatching and peaceful natural spaces.
Capstone Farm Country Park is also open daily, with woodlands, meadows and play
areas to explore.

In short: enjoy the break, make time to read and practise for just a little each day, and
take advantage of the lovely local events on offer. Wishing you all a safe, happy, and
rewarding half-term. We look forward to welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready
for school.

Best wishes,
Mr J Smales
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If you have concerns about a child in school, please contact one of the
Safeguarding team:

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Jonathan Smales (Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Liz Kramer (Deputy Headteacher)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Nicole Barber (Assistant Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Stephanie Tollervey (Assistant

Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Michelle Kagan (FLO)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Helen Rixon (Office Manager) 

If you are concerned about a child outside of school, either after school, at the
weekends or during a school holiday, you can contact the following to report
your concerns: 

Helpful Contact Numbers
Medway Children Services – 01634 334466

Out of Hours Duty Team Medway – 03000 419191
NSPC – 0800 800 500

Police – 101
Medway.gov.uk/mscb/

http://gov.uk/mscb/
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We have had a brilliant start to our Reception year. We have enjoyed making new
friends and exploring our outside area. The children have enjoyed exploring the

new sand and have been making lots of lovely sandcastles. We have enjoyed being
mathematicians and making patterns as well as practising our counting. Have a

lovely half term and we can't wait to see you all refreshed and ready for Term 2!

Nursery

Nursery have started to do big write activities. They follow the instructions of the
teacher and we all draw the same shapes together. We started with circles and

swirls and as the year progresses we learn different shapes and pictures. 
If anybody has wallpaper they no longer need please could you donate it to the
nursery as the children really benefit from these large group drawing activities.

Thank you.

Year R

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.
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Year 1
In Year One, we have been learning about numbers, numbers everywhere! We
have explored how numbers work by using ‘Part-Part-Whole Models’ to break
them down and understand their relationships. We’ve also been delving into
where numbers should be placed on number lines, helping us to see their order
and value more clearly. It’s been an exciting journey discovering different ways
to represent these.

Year 2
In Year 2, we have been immersed in the exciting world of Traction Man. The

children have taken part in role-play activities and discussions that have really
allowed their imaginations to flourish. They particularly excelled during our hot
seating sessions, where they asked insightful questions about Traction Man’s
feelings, especially regarding the green romper suit and saving the spoons. This

engagement has resulted in some wonderful diary entries and impressive writing
in English lessons.

As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.
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Year 3

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.

Year 4
This week, Year 4 have been fully immersing themselves in the legendary tale of
Beowulf! We took to shore in Viking boats, journeyed to Denmark, and bravely
prepared to defeat the great monster Grendel. After dining and boasting in the
great hall alongside fellow warriors, we awaited the creature’s arrival—ready

for battle!
This exciting experience has inspired our diary writing, where we have been

recording events from Beowulf’s perspective. In addition to our English
adventures, we’ve been continuing our piano lessons with Mrs Tutty and

practising our times tables on TTRS.

As we come towards the end of our Stone Age topic, the children used their
creativity to build their own Stone Age tools! We have also written diaries

about being in the Stone Age themselves! We will continue to dive through the
ages, moving to the Bronze Age. 
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Year 5

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.

This week, Year 5 have continued their exciting learning about Ancient Egypt by
exploring the question: What happened to a pharaoh when they died? We

discovered the fascinating rituals of mummification and the Egyptians’ strong
beliefs about the afterlife. To help us understand the process even better, we

acted out each step of mummification — from removing the organs to
wrapping the body in linen. Earlier this term, we also began our own

mummification experiment using fish and this week we finally checked on them
to see how well they had been preserved! It was a fun (and slightly smelly!)

way to see history come to life.

Year 6
This term in Design & Technology, Year 6 got hands-on with healthy eating by

making their very own smoothies! Thinking carefully about including whole
foods, the children experimented with three delicious recipes across the year

group: Tropical, Creamy and Berry.
From chopping and preparing the ingredients to blending them into a tasty

treat, they enjoyed every step of the process. Of course, the final part - and
most important - was the taste test, where everyone got to sample their

fruity creations. 
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PHONICS WORKSHOPS

We are excited to invite you to a special event at Barnsole where we will be sharing
how we teach Little Wandle phonics in classes, followed by an opportunity to watch

teachers delivering phonics learning to your children. Understanding how children
learn to read and write is a key part of their educational journey, and we would like

to offer an opportunity for you to see firsthand the interactive approach and
activities that we use to support your children’s reading development. Look out for

the Google form to sign up if you are a parent of a Year 1 or Reception child.
A presentations will take place on Wednesday 5th November at 9:00am for
parents of Year 1 and Reception children, followed up in your child’s class. 

 
To sign up please complete this google form:

https://forms.gle/LTEdevNS7tMJ3Qrp7

Our school and Trust operates a zero-debt policy. Therefore, all wraparound
care sessions must be booked and paid for at least 24 hours in advance.

Please check your child’s MCAS account and pay any outstanding debt.  Moving
forward if your child’s account is in debt, we will not be able to admit them
to any wraparound care sessions until the debt is cleared.  The school office
will be contacting you either to assist with making payment or ask you to

collect your child.  

Wraparound care is an additional, non-compulsory service. Continued booking
without payment may result in a review of the offer of these provisions to

you in the future.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.
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Parent Information - Uniform Reminder

School Uniform
Please can we remind parents of our school uniform policy.  Please take the

time to read this on our school website.

Jewellery & Hair Accessories 
Earrings - plain Studs only

Hair bands or hair ties should be plain colours and small
No necklaces, bracelets or any other item of jewellery is allowed

Items of Religious Significance
Children from the Sikh community are allowed to wear a kara, which is a steel
or iron bracelemt.  As part of the Sikh faith, the kara must not be removed.

Head coverings (hijab) should be plain navy blue or black without any
embellishments, patterns or additonal decorations. 

PE Days
For PE Days, children should be wearing black shorts, leggings or tracksuit

bottoms.  T-shirt in the colour of your child’s house team or a plain white t-
shirt and  Black trainers (no bright ones).

On the days that the children have PE they can come to school already their PE
kit.  It is essential that all items of clothing are clearly marked with your

child’s name, including coats and PE kit.
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EE Safer Sims

The EE network is offering Safer SIM plans come with pre-set parental control options, so
you can rest assured your child is better protected against viewing inappropriate

material.
Parental controls can't be switched off, so whenever they’re connected to the EE Mobile

network they’ll be safer online. Parental controls block access to websites based on
content categories but can’t block all content in apps.

If you’ve got EE Broadband, you can set more parental controls so that devices connected
to your Smart Hub router will have content filtered too.

https://ee.co.uk/mobile/safer-sims#plans

https://ee.co.uk/help/security/staying-safe-online/switching-content-lock-on-or-off
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The deadline for applications to be submitted for national offer day for primary
school is 15  January 2026.  Please be advised that if your child attends Barnsole

Nursery it is NOT an automatic admission into Yr R.

th

Apply for a Primary and Secondary

School place for September 2026

To apply, visit this link:
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1061/applying_for_a

_secondary_school_place 

Secondary School applications  

Primary School applications  

To apply, visit this link:
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1059/applying_for_

a_primary_school_place/3

https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1061/applying_for_a_secondary_school_place
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1061/applying_for_a_secondary_school_place
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1059/applying_for_a_primary_school_place/3
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1059/applying_for_a_primary_school_place/3
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Infants

Saturn - 97%
Mercury - 97%
Neptune - 96%
Jupiter - 94%
Mercury - 94%
Comet - 93%

Moonbeams - 92%
Venus - 91%
Mars - 88%

 
 

Juniors
Oberon - 98%
Apollo - 96%
Icarus - 95%
Phoenix - 97%
Juno - 94%
Titan - 95%

Capricorn - 94%
Aquarius - 95%
Aquila - 92%
Dragon - 91%
Orion - 89%

Pegasus - 93%
Polaris - 94%



Thursday 16th October Autumn Term 1 Ends

HALF TERM Friday 17  October - 31st October th

Monday 3  Novemberrd SCHOOL RETURNS

Wednesday 5  Novemberth Parents Consultation Meetings (3.40pm-5.30pm)
Bookings are available via the MCAS app

Wednesday 12  Novemberth Parents Consultation Meetings (3.40pm-5.30pm)
Bookings are available via the MCAS app

Friday 14th November Children in Need
Further information to follow

Friday 5  Decemberth Yr 6 African Dance Workshop
(Payment to be made via the MCAS app)

Monday 8  Decemberth

Yr 4 Christmas Carol Concert (10am-11a,)

Yr 1 Christmas Carol Concert (1.30-2.30pm)
Third Avenue Church

Tuesday 9  Decemberth

Yr 5 Christmas Carol Concert (10am-11am)

Yr 2 Christmas Carol Concert (1.30pm-2.30pm)
Third Avenue Church

Wednesday 10  Decemberth Yr 6 Christmas Carol Concert (10am-11am)
Third Avenue Church

Thursday 11  Decemberth Yr 3 Christmas Carol Concert (10am-11am)
Third Avenue Church

Friday 12  Decemberth Year R Nativity (10am-11am)
Third Avenue Church

Friday 12  Decemberth
Non-Uniform Day
Donations to the Christmas Fayre - further information 
to follow

Wednesday 17  Decemberth Barnsole Christmas Fayre (3.30-5.00pm) 
KS2 Hall

Friday 19  Decemberth Autumn Term 2 Ends

CHRISTMAS BREAK Monday 22nd December-Friday 2nd January 2026

Dates for the Diary



Monday 5  Januaryth SCHOOL RETURNS

Thursday 15  Januaryth School Census (Special Menu)

Tuesday 10  Februaryth Yr R and Yr 6 Height, Weight and Measure

Friday 13  February th Spring Term 1 ends

HALF TERM Monday 16  February-Friday 20  Februaryth th

Monday 23  February rd SCHOOL RETURNS 

Thursday 5  Marchth World Book Day
Further information to follow

Thursday 11  March-Wednesday 18  Marchth th Scholastic Book Fair
Further information to follow

Friday 13  Marchth Red Nose Day
Further information to follow

Friday 20  Marchth INSET DAY

Wednesday 25  Marchth Parents Consultation Meetings 3.30pm-5.30pm
Further details to follow

Wednesday 1  Aprilst Parents Consultation Meetings 3.30pm-5.30pm
Further details to follow

Thursday 2nd April Spring Term 2 ends

Friday 3  April-Friday 17  Aprilrd th Easter Holidays

Monday 20  Aprilth SCHOOL RETURNS

Monday 4  Mayth May Bank Holiday

Monday 11  May-Thursday 14  Mayth th Yr 6 SATs Week

Monday 25  May-Friday 29  Mayth th May Half Term

Monday 1  Junest School Returns

Wednesday 8  Julyth Summer Fayre

Tuesday 21  Julyst End of School Year

Dates for the Diary








