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Dear Parents & Carers,
It has been great welcoming everyone back to Barnsole for the start of the
new school year. There’s always something special about September – fresh
starts, new routines and that sense of possibility that comes with the year
ahead. I’m delighted to say that the children have settled back into school life
really positively, showing us already that they are ready to learn and eager to
do their best. One of the key messages we’ve been talking about as a school is
the importance of setting good routines and expectations early on. Whether
it’s arriving at school on time, being ready to learn, or showing kindness and
respect to others, these small habits make a big difference to how successful
the year will be. Thank you for supporting us with this at home – it really
does help the children to feel secure, confident and ready for the challenges of
the term. You may also have noticed some changes around the school site.
Over the summer, a little decorating has gone a long way! Fresh white paint
and new carpets have really lifted the atmosphere in some corridors and
classrooms, and it has been lovely to hear children comment on how bright
and welcoming thing feels. We are also especially pleased with our new Satellite
Rooms, now available in both the Infants and Juniors. These spaces provide a
more bespoke learning environment for some of our pupils, allowing them to
thrive in a setting that truly meets their needs. The feedback we’ve had from
parents has been fantastic – many have told us how much happier their
children are since joining the Satellite Rooms, which is exactly what we hoped
for.

All in all, it’s been a brilliant start to the year – here’s to the term ahead!

Best wishes,
Mr J Smales
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If you have concerns about a child in school, please contact one of the
Safeguarding team:

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Jonathan Smales (Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Liz Kramer (Deputy Headteacher)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Nicole Barber (Assistant Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Stephanie Tollervey (Assistant

Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Michelle Kagan (FLO)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Helen Rixon (Office Manager) 

If you are concerned about a child outside of school, either after school, at the
weekends or during a school holiday, you can contact the following to report
your concerns: 

Helpful Contact Numbers
Medway Children Services – 01634 334466

Out of Hours Duty Team Medway – 03000 419191
NSPC – 0800 800 500

Police – 101
Medway.gov.uk/mscb/

http://gov.uk/mscb/
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Reception have had a fantastic start to their school year. We have had lots of fun getting
to know each other and getting very messy in the process! 

Nursery
Nursery have been engaging in carpet time activities to increase their attention and
listening skills, as well as practising taking turns whilst waiting for our turn on the

trampoline.

Year R

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.
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Year 1
Last week our Year One classes had a special visit from Jeremy from the museum. He

brought along some of his fascinating toys to share with us, and the children loved
exploring how different they were from the toys we play with today. It was a fun and

engaging way to learn about the past, and everyone enjoyed asking questions and
hearing Jeremy’s stories.

Year 2
We have some marvellous mathematicians in Year 2. They have been working hard exploring
the number system up to 100 and have impressed us with their partitioning skills. The use
of Dienes blocks has really helped them visualise numbers and understand concepts more
deeply. We have also seen fantastic collaboration as they work together, supporting one

another beautifully.

As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.
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Year 3

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.

Year 4

In Year 3, we have been getting used to being in the Juniors and immersing ourselves in
our new topic called Through the Ages. We have enjoyed being hunters on the

playground using foam darts and hoops, created cave art whilst sitting under tables and
built tools in the style of those that Stone Age people might have used. This gave us an

insight into what life could have been like in those times. We are looking forward to
finding out more!

Year 4 have made a fantastic start to the new school year and have settled into their
classes exceptionally well, quickly becoming familiar with new routines and expectations. This

week, the children have begun learning to play the keyboard with Mrs Tutty, exploring the
different keys and practising correct finger positioning like true pianists. In history, they

have been discovering why the Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain and learning about the
complications and battles that followed. Out on the field, they have been developing their
skills in tag rugby, focusing on attacking play and teamwork. We are so proud of their

enthusiasm and hard work—well done, Year 4!
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Year 5
Year 5 have kicked off the term brilliantly with a fantastic Egyptian Day! The children

threw themselves into a range of exciting, hands-on activities – from mummifying fish
and trying out hieroglyphic writing to constructing pyramids with spaghetti and

marshmallows. It was a joy to see so much imagination, teamwork, and enthusiasm
shining through. A huge well done to Year 5!

Year 6

Year 6 have been exploring the difference between homemade and shop-bought bread.
First, we became food critics – tasting supermarket bread and describing its flavour,
smell, and texture. Then it was time to get our hands messy! We weighed ingredients

carefully, mixed and kneaded dough, and learnt some new baking vocabulary, including the
word “prove”. After baking our loaves, we compared the results with the shop version.

Opinions were divided – some preferred the soft and uniform slices from the
supermarket, while others loved the smell and texture of our homemade bread. Either

way, we all agreed it was a fun (and tasty) lesson!
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PHONICS WORKSHOPS

We would like to let you know that Phonics workshops are on the way. As a
result of last year’s successful workshops and listening to your comments and

suggestions, we have been working hard to plan some dates for two phonics
workshops before the end of this term. The workshops are a great opportunity

to come into school and meet other parents and share how children learn
phonics, in order to help them read. You will also be offered an opportunity to

join your children during a phonics lesson. We would love to see as many parents
as possible, please look out for the dates coming soon!  

MacMillan Coffee Morning

We are very pleased to let you know that our school will once again be taking part in the
national Macmillan Coffee Morning on Friday 26th September in the Infant Hall. This is

always a wonderful event and a lovely way to come together as a school community while
raising money for a fantastic cause.

Parents and carers are warmly invited to join us in the hall for tea, coffee and cake during
their child’s year group time slot. If you are interested in attending, please complete this

google form. Please bring your own mug with you to help the environment.
Please note we will be limited for space so we ask that only one adult attends per child.

Please let the office know if you are able to help on the day.

Nursery - Yr R will be 9.00am to 9.30am
Yr 1 & Yr 2 will be 9.35am to 10.05am
Yr 3 & Yr 4 will be 10.10am to 10.40am
Yr 5 & Yr 6 will be 10.45am to 11.15am

If you would like to join us, please complete this google form: 

https://forms.gle/9Es7R4hRKcTa5xyq8
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Please can you check your child’s MCAS profile to make sure all your contact
details and permissions are up to date.  If you have any changes, please email

office@barnsole-maritime.org

Our school and Trust operates a zero-debt policy.
Therefore, all wraparound care sessions must be booked

and paid for at least 24 hours in advance.
Please check your child’s MCAS account and pay any

outstanding debt.  Moving forward if your child’s account is
in debt, we will not be able to admit them to any

wraparound care sessions until the debt is cleared.  The
school office will be contacting you either to assist with

making payment or ask you to collect your child.  

Wraparound care is an additional, non-compulsory service.
Continued booking without payment may result in a review

of the offer of these provisions to you in the future.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.
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The deadline for applications to be submitted for national offer day for primary
school is 15  January 2026.  Please be advised that if your child attends Barnsole

Nursery it is NOT an automatic admission into Yr R.

th

Apply for a Primary and Secondary

School place for September 2026

To apply, visit this link:
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1061/applying_for_a

_secondary_school_place 

Secondary School applications  

Primary School applications  

To apply, visit this link:
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1059/applying_for_

a_primary_school_place/3

https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1061/applying_for_a_secondary_school_place
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1061/applying_for_a_secondary_school_place
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1059/applying_for_a_primary_school_place/3
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1059/applying_for_a_primary_school_place/3
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Infants

Neptune 97%
Saturn - 96%
Mercury - 96%
Jupiter - 94%
Comet - 94%
Venus - 92%
Mars - 91%
Stars - 91% 

Moonbeams - 89%
 
 

Juniors

Icarus - 98%
Phoenix - 98%
Oberon - 98%
Titan - 97%
Apollo - 97%

Capricorn - 96% 
Juno - 95%
Orion - 93%
Aquila - 93%

Aquarius - 93%
Dragon - 92%
Pegasus-88%
Polaris - 86%



Wednesday 24th September Individual Pupil Photos

Friday 26  Septemberth MacMillan Coffee Morning

Monday 29  Septemberth Yr R-6 Flu Immunisations

Thursday 2  Octobernd School Census (Special Menu)

Monday 13  Octoberth
Phonics Workshops for parents (Yr 1 & 2 Parents) 
(9am-10am)
Further information to follow

Wednesday 15th October
Phonics Workshops for parents (Yr 1 & 2 Parents) 
(9am-10am)
Further information to follow

Thursday 16th October Autumn Term 1 Ends

HALF TERM Friday 17  October - 31st October th

Monday 3  Novemberrd SCHOOL RETURNS

Wednesday 5  Novemberth Parents Consultation Meetings (3.30pm-5.30pm)
Further information to follow

Wednesday 12  Novemberth Parents Consultation Meetings (3.30pm-5.30pm)
Further information to follow

Friday 14th November Children in Need
Further information to follow

Friday 12  Decemberth
Non-Uniform Day
Donations to the Christmas Fayre - further information 
to follow

Wednesday 17  Decemberth Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Dinner Day

Friday 19  Decemberth Autumn Term 2 Ends

CHRISTMAS BREAK Monday 22nd December-Friday 2nd January 2026

Monday 5  Januaryth SCHOOL RETURNS

Thursday 15  Januaryth School Census (Special Menu)

Tuesday 10  Februaryth Yr R and Yr 6 Height, Weight and Measure

Friday 13  February th Spring Term 1 ends

HALF TERM Monday 16  February-Friday 20  Februaryth th

Monday 23  February rd SCHOOL RETURNS 

Thursday 5  Marchth World Book Day
Further information to follow

Thursday 11  March-Wednesday 18  Marchth th Scholastic Book Fair
Further information to follow

Friday 13  Marchth Red Nose Day
Further information to follow

Friday 20  Marchth INSET DAY

Wednesday 25  Marchth Parents Consultation Meetings 3.30pm-5.30pm
Further details to follow

Dates for the Diary



Wednesday 1  Aprilst Parents Consultation Meetings 3.30pm-5.30pm
Further details to follow

Thursday 2nd April Spring Term 2 ends

Friday 3  April-Friday 17  Aprilrd th Easter Holidays

Monday 20  Aprilth SCHOOL RETURNS

Monday 4  Mayth May Bank Holiday

Monday 11  May-Thursday 14  Mayth th Yr 6 SATs Week

Monday 25  May-Friday 29  Mayth th May Half Term

Monday 1  Junest School Returns

Wednesday 8  Julyth Summer Fayre

Tuesday 21  Julyst End of School Year

HALF TERM Friday 17  October - 31st October th

Monday 3  Novemberrd SCHOOL RETURNS

Wednesday 5  Novemberth Parents Consultation Meetings (3.30pm-5..30pm

Dates for the Diary






