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Dear Parents & Carers,

Today was one of our scheduled INSET days, when the school was closed to
pupils but staff are very much hard at work, continuing our professional
development. These days are an important part of ensuring that we provide the
very best education and care for every child at Barnsole. This particular INSET
day is especially exciting, as we are taking part in the Maritime Educational
Conference 2026, organised by our Trust, the Maritime Academy Trust.
Colleagues from all twelve schools across Greenwich, Bexley, Kent and Medway
are coming together to learn, share ideas and reflect on our practice. The theme
of today’s conference is Through the Lens of a Child. This is a reminder of why
we do what we do, bringing our focus back to what matters most – the children
whose lives we have the privilege to shape each day. Throughout the day, we will
be exploring key themes such as belonging, inclusion and early education, and
considering how we can continue to create a school where every child feels
valued, supported and able to thrive. We are also fortunate to hear from an
inspiring keynote speaker, Rachel Johnson from PiXL, alongside a range of
workshops led by our colleagues from across the 12 schools. These sessions
give us valuable opportunities to reflect on our work, explore new approaches
and take practical ideas back into our classrooms. At Barnsole, we see
ourselves as lifelong learners, just like the children. Days like today allow us to
be inspired, challenged and energised so that we can continue to give our very
best to your children. We look forward to welcoming the children back on
Monday and putting our learning into action.

Best wishes,

Mr J Smales

Headteacher
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If you have concerns about a child in school, please contact one of the
Safeguarding team:

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Smales (Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Kramer (Deputy Headteacher)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Barber (Assistant Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Ms Tollervey (Assistant Headteacher)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Kagan (FLO)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Ms Rixon (Office Manager) 

If you are concerned about a child outside of school, either after school, at the
weekends or during a school holiday, you can contact the following to report
your concerns: 

Helpful Contact Numbers
Medway Children Services – 01634 334466

Out of Hours Duty Team Medway – 03000 419191
NSPC – 0800 800 500

Police – 101
Medway.gov.uk/mscb/

http://gov.uk/mscb/
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Nursery
This term’s theme is Dangerous Dinosaurs. We started our topic

with a dinosaur safari. Leaving base camp the children had to search
the room for the dinosaurs hiding high and low.

Year R
We had a special visitor come to see us and tell us all about how to keep
safe on the road. We learnt the Green Cross Code ‘Stop, Look, Listen and
Think’ and the Golden Rule of always holding a grown up's hand. We also

enjoyed looking around the book fair and enjoyed a story together.
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Year 1
Year 1 pupils have been learning to estimate where numbers to 50 belong
on a number line, using their counting knowledge to make sensible guesses.
They have also explored different types of weather and investigated simple
ways to measure temperature, wind, and rainfall, helping them observe and

record changes in the environment as part of their science curriculum
learning. 

Year 2
We are excited to be starting a new English unit in Year 2, where the

children will be learning how to persuade others to eat healthy snacks.
We believe that what better way to enhance their vocabulary and

persuasive skills than by actually tasting the snacks themselves! We have
been impressed with with their ability to orally persuade someone to eat

their snack so far and look forward to seeing their writing for it.

As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.
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Year 3
In Year 3, we have learnt about the artist, Laurence Stephen Lowry,
who was famous for painting industrial scenes in Manchester. We

created our own artwork in the style of L.S. Lowry by arranging sticks
on black card to make stick figures, adding coloured clothes and gluing

them in place. It was a fun and creative lesson.

This week Year 3 experienced an earthquake in the classroom, they
followed instructions to make sure they stayed safe and looked after
one another. It was fantastic to experience what it might be like! This

week Year 3 have also been exploring magnetic fiends, seeing how
magnetic field change when magnets attract and repel. 



• Bake Sale •

• Bake Sale •• Bake Sale •

• Bake Sale •

Arty Party Art Workshops nee

Year 4
This week in Year 4, the children have been learning about the four

stages of the water cycle: evaporation, condensation, precipitation and
collection. We created actions to help us remember each stage and

were able to give clear descriptions of what happens at each point in
the cycle. This will support us as we begin writing our own explanation

texts using this knowledge.

In Art, we have been developing our sketching skills by following
masterclasses focused on creating realistic drawings. The children have
shown great focus and enthusiasm as they practised new techniques.
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Year 5
Year 5 had a wonderful trip to Rochester Cathedral, where they

enjoyed a fascinating guided tour of the historic building. The children
took part in an engaging sound workshop, exploring how music and

acoustics work within the cathedral space. A real highlight of the day
was singing alongside the organ, creating a truly memorable

experience. The children represented the school brilliantly and had a
fantastic day full of learning and enjoyment.

Year 6
In Art this term, Year 6 have been exploring how to use watercolour

techniques to create vibrant and detailed insect artworks. They
experimented with blending colours, layering washes, and adding fine details
to bring their designs to life. Inspired by the patterns, shapes, and colours

found in nature, students carefully observed insects and used their
creativity to produce unique pieces. Here are some of their fantastic

creations!  
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Pupil Achievement - Giorgio Year 3
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Illistrator Visit - Wednesday 11  March 2026th

 
We were delighted to welcome Garry Parsons into school last week!
Garry is an award-winning illustrator who has worked on over 100

children’s books, including the hugely popular The Dinosaur That
Pooped a Planet! series.

Children in the juniors thoroughly enjoyed an engaging and entertaining
session, where they learned about Garry’s work, his creative process,
and what it’s like to be a professional illustrator. They loved watching
him draw live and seeing his characters come to life right before their

eyes.

It was a fantastic experience and we hope it inspired our young
artists to get creative with their own ideas and illustrations!  
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Comic Relief

On Friday 13  March, we celebrated Comic Relief by having a Non-
Uniform day wearing something red, which was very well attended. We
are pleased to announce we raised a total of £254.75, thank you for

your continued support and co-operation.

th



Looking for something fun to do with your little
one? Join us for a relaxed and engaging session of

songs, rhymes and early learning activities for
under 4s. Led by a qualified nursery teacher, these

sessions are open to everyone in the community
and are a lovely way to learn, play and connect.

Barnsole Road
Gillingham
ME7 2JG

01634 333400

Starting on
Thursday 23  April

and every  Thursday
Morning thereafter

rd

TIME TO PLAY! 
Comeand join in our
weeklystay and playsession at
Barnsole Primary School!

FREE

Location:
Key Stage 1 Hall,

entrance by
Neptune Class



Food Bank Q&As

Contact

Barnsole Food Bank
Our foodbank is here to support members of our school community who may be

finding things a little difficult. We know that a sudden drop in finances can happen
to any of us, at any time, and for many different reasons. Our community looks

after one another. Support is here whenever you need it. 

 

foodbank@barnsole-maritime.org

Michelle Mel Frankie

Who is the food bank for?
Our food bank is for anyone in our school community who needs a little extra
support.
Do I have to use it every week?
No. You can contact us whenever you need support. Some people may need
help once, others may need it more than once, there is no judgement and no
obligation.
Do you only provide food?
No, we also have hygiene items available, such as toiletries and other everyday
essentials.
How do I access the food bank?
You can email the food bank directly or speak in confidence to Michelle, Mel or
Frankie. All conversations will be handled sensitively and discreetly.
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Providing a balanced lunch helps children stay focused, energetic, and ready to learn
throughout the school day. When packing your child’s lunchbox, try to aim to

include a variety of foods from the main food groups to support their growth and
wellbeing. There is also the option of ordering a free hot meal each day for your

child in Reception and KS1 or a paid hot meal in KS2.

What a Balanced Lunchbox Looks Like:
Starchy Foods

These give children the energy they need to learn and play. Good options include
wholemeal bread or rolls, wraps, rice, pasta, or crackers.

Protein
Protein supports growth and keeps children feeling full for longer. Try lean meats,
eggs, hummus, tofu, beans, or cheese.

Dairy or Dairy Alternatives
These foods help support strong bones and teeth. Include plain or low-sugar
yoghurt, cheese, or plant-based alternatives where appropriate.

Fruit and Vegetables
Aim for at least one portion of fruit and one portion of vegetables each day.
Fresh, chopped options all count.

A Healthy Drink
Water is the best choice for staying hydrated. Please avoid sugary drinks.

A lunchbox that includes a mix of these foods helps children get the nutrients they
need to thrive at school. Thank you for supporting healthy eating habits at home

and at school!

f

HEALTHY LUNCHBOX TIPS FOR PARENTS
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PE Days
On allocated PE Days, children expected to wear the correct PE kit.

This consists of: 
House colour t-shirt
Dark blue joggers or shorts
School jumper or cardigan
Plain white t-shirt if they dow not yet have their house t-shirt.  

Jewellery
Earrings must be small studs only.  Hoops and larger decorative earrings
(including character earrings are not permitted.  This is a health and safety

requirement and school expectation. 

School Uniform

School uniform footwear should be black shoes or all black trainers.  White,
pink or other coloured trainers are not in line with our uniform expectations.

f

Parent Information - Uniform Reminder

NO SMOKING OR VAPING POLICY

Please note that there is a no
smoking/vaping on the school site.

This includes outside areas, such as
the playground, car park and outside

the school gates.
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Class Attendance for the year so far ...

f

Infants

Saturn - 95%
Neptune - 94%
Mercury - 94%
Comet - 92%
Venus - 91%

Jupiter - 90%
Moonbeams - 90%

Mars - 88%

 
 

Juniors

Oberon - 96%
Apollo - 95%
Phoenix - 95%
Titan - 95%

Icarus - 95%
Aquarius - 94%
Dragon - 94%
Juno - 94%

Pegasus - 93%
Polaris - 91%

Capricorn - 91%
Orion - 90%
Aqulia - 89%
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julyjune

april

may

march
05/03 : CommuniTea
12/03 : Mothers Day
Shop

Class tea towel 
07/05 : CommuniTea

02/04 : CommuniTea
23/04: Bake Sale 

11/06 : CommuniTea
18/06: Fathers Day
Shop
26/06: Donation non
uniform day - revised
date

01/07: Summer Fair -
Revised date
09/07 : CommuniTea
10/07: Inflatables
afternoon - Revised
date

 

2026
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FRIENDS OF BARNSOLE

STAY UP TO DATE WITH ALL EVENT DETAILS on our Facebook page
facebook.com/friendsbarnsole

friends@barnsole-maritime.org

CommuniTea
Join us for a relaxed tea & coffee
morning once a month right after

drop-off.
A chance to meet, chat and

connect with other parents in our
school community.

Babies and pre-school children
are very welcome.

If you can bring a mug, that would
be great!

We’d love to see you there!

Thursday 2nd April
Thursday 7th May

Thursday 11th June
Thursday 9th July

Free to attend!



Dates for the Diary

Wednesday 25  Marchth Parents Consultation Meetings 3.30pm-5.30pm
Further information to follow

Wednesday 1  Aprilst Parents Consultation Meetings 3.30pm-5.30pm
Further information to follow

Thursday 2  April nd
CommuniTea - Join us to meet, chat and connect with other
parents in our school community (younger children welcome) 
(9am-10am) KS1 Hall

Thursday 2nd April Spring Term 2 ends

Friday 3  April-Friday 17  Aprilrd th Easter Holidays

Monday 20  Aprilth SCHOOL RETURNS

Thursday 23  April rd Bake Sale 

Monday 4  Mayth May Bank Holiday

Thursday 7  May th
CommuniTea - Join us to meet, chat and connect with other
parents in our school community (younger children welcome) 
(9am-10am) KS1 Hall

Monday 11  May-Thursday 14  Mayth th Yr 6 SATs Week

Monday 25  May-Friday 29  Mayth th May Half Term

Monday 1  Junest School Returns

Thursday 11th June
CommuniTea - Join us to meet, chat and connect with other
parents in our school community (younger children welcome) 
(9am-10am) KS1 Hall

Thursday 18  Juneth Fathers Day Shop

Friday 26th June Summer Fair Donation non unifoirm day

Wednesday 1  Julyst Summer Fair

Thursday 9  Julyth
CommuniTea - Join us to meet, chat and connect with other
parents in our school community (younger children welcome) 
(9am-10am) KS1 Hall

Friday 10  Julyth Inflatables afternoon - more details to follow

Tuesday 21  Julyst End of School Year
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