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Dear Parents & Carers,

As we move into June, our new school value is Responsibility. This is such an
important value for children to learn, practise and understand, particularly
during their primary school years. Responsibility helps children to develop
independence, confidence and care for others. It teaches them that their actions
matter and that they can make a positive difference to their classroom, their
family and the wider school community. At Barnsole, we know that
responsibility looks different depending on a child’s age and stage of
development. For our youngest children in Nursery and Reception, it might mean
hanging up their coat, putting toys away, washing their hands carefully or
learning to look after classroom resources. These small steps help children
begin to feel proud of what they can do for themselves. As children move
through Key Stage 1, responsibility may include remembering their book bag,
completing simple classroom jobs, looking after their belongings, sharing fairly
and being kind to others. In Key Stage 2, children are ready to take on even
more responsibility, such as completing home learning, organising equipment,
being positive role models, helping younger pupils and making good choices even
when adults are not watching. Responsibility is also an important value at
home. Children can help by tidying their rooms, setting the table, feeding a pet,
packing their school bag or remembering daily routines. These practical tasks
build important life skills and show children that they are trusted and valued.
By working together, school and home can help every child understand that
responsibility is not about being perfect. It is about trying your best, learning
from mistakes and doing your part to help yourself and others.

I hope you all enjoy the May half-term break and the planned sunshine for the
May bank holiday.

Best wishes,
Mr J Smales
Headteacher
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If you have concerns about a child in school, please contact one of the
Safeguarding team:

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Smales (Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Kramer (Deputy Headteacher)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Barber (Assistant Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Ms Tollervey (Assistant Headteacher)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs Kagan (FLO)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Ms Rixon (Office Manager) 

If you are concerned about a child outside of school, either after school, at the
weekends or during a school holiday, you can contact the following to report
your concerns: 

Helpful Contact Numbers
Medway Children Services – 01634 334466

Out of Hours Duty Team Medway – 03000 419191
NSPC – 0800 800 500

Police – 101
Medway.gov.uk/mscb/

http://gov.uk/mscb/
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Nursery
The nursery children enjoyed a train day where we got out all of the train track we
possess and challenge the children to build the biggest track possible. They enjoyed

building it all around the room and under the tables.

Year R
In Reception, we have been learning about shapes. We have looked at 2D shapes and
3D shapes and have been learning that even if you rotate a shape and it looks a bit

different, it is still the same shape. We created pictures using the shapes too. 
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Year 1
This week Year 1 children have been learning all about food hygiene and how to stay
safe when preparing food during their Design and Technology lessons. They enjoyed

creating their own healthy salads and practised important skills like grating,
chopping and slicing different vegetables. The children worked carefully and

independently to make delicious salads, before evaluating their creations and talking
about what they liked and what they might change next time.

Year 2

Recently, Year 2 enjoyed a fantastic trip to Hever Castle. The children listened carefully
during the tour of the castle as we explored many rooms, including The Great Hall, where
banquets were once held. We learnt all about Anne Boleyn, Henry VIII and what life was
like in the castle during Tudor times. Each class also took part in a workshop where we
explored Tudor foods and hats. We enjoyed a class picnic together and the children had a

great time in the castle play area.
Back at school, the children used their experiences to write diary entries about their
day during English lessons. They have produced some brilliant writing, using the past

tense and ambitious adjectives to describe the castle.

As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.
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Year 3
This term, Year 3 have been exploring the fascinating world of botanical art, taking

inspiration from the beautifully detailed illustrations of celebrated artist and
illustrator, Katie Scott. Known for her intricate drawings of plants, animals, and

natural forms, Katie Scott’s work encouraged the children to look closely at the tiny
details found in nature and to appreciate the beauty of scientific illustration.

Here are some of their examples of ink printing and sketches:

Year 4
This week, Year 4 have been learning about the five different layers of the ocean, the
fascinating creatures that inhabit them and the ways these animals have adapted to

survive in such varied environments.
We also took part in a live maths lesson with Mr Money Jar, where we joined

hundreds of other schools in a fun “Would You Rather?” game. This encouraged us to
debate different ways of spending and saving money.

In English, we have been exploring the life of pirates to support our work on
persuasive advertisements. As part of this topic, Nova in Juno class baked her own

pirate ship cookies at home and kindly brought them in for everyone to try although
they were so crunchy we nearly broke our teeth on them!
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Year 6
Year 6 have come to the end of their Britain at War topic and completed their learning
with a DT project inspired by the wartime slogan ‘Make Do and Mend’. Using old clothes

from home, the children designed and created something completely new – including
bookmarks, bags, pencil cases and more!

Throughout the project, the children learned valuable sewing skills such as threading a
needle, running stitch and whip stitch. Some even challenged themselves further by adding

buttons, handles and extra decorative details to their designs.
For many children, this was a completely new skill and a real test of fine motor control,

patience, resilience and perseverance. We were so impressed with the determination
shown throughout the project and the creativity displayed in the final pieces. Well done,

Year 6!
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Year 5
Year 5 have thoroughly enjoyed learning to play the recorder this term and have

been working hard to develop their rhythm, note-reading and performance skills. The
children have been practising the piece, Gobstopper Waltz by Sarah Watts and have
shown great enthusiasm and confidence during lessons. It has been wonderful to
see their progress and teamwork as they play together as a class. We are very

proud of their effort and are looking forward to starting an exciting new song after
half term!
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Percussion Performance

On Monday, Josh and Bogdan, from Kent Sinfonia performed to our children,
from Nursery to Year 6. They played a wide variety of instruments from the

Percussion Family, the largest range of instruments in an Orchestra. 
We were incredibly surprised as they donated a box of unpitched percussion
instruments for our children to enjoy playing! They were also very impressed

with our children’s questions and orchestral families knowledge! 

Margot recently donated 15
inches of her hair and arising

£325.  
Her hair will be turned into a
wig for children facing cancer
treatments and the money
donated will go towards

making and fitting it.



SAVE THE
DATEBarnsole Through Our

 

Wednesday 10  & Thursday
11  June

th

th

Junior Hall, 3.30- 4.30pm

EyesArt Exhibition 
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Looking for something fun to do with your little
one? Join us for a relaxed and engaging session of

songs, rhymes and early learning activities for
under 4s. Led by a qualified nursery teacher, these

sessions are open to everyone in the community
and are a lovely way to learn, play and connect.

Barnsole Road
Gillingham
ME7 2JG

01634 333400

Every  Thursday
Morning 

8.50am - 10am

TIME TO PLAY! 
Comeand join in our
weeklystay and playsession at
Barnsole Primary School!

FREE

Location:
Key Stage 1 Hall,

entrance by
Neptune Class



Food Bank Q&As

Contact

Barnsole Food Bank
Our foodbank is here to support members of our school community who may be

finding things a little difficult. We know that a sudden drop in finances can happen
to any of us, at any time, and for many different reasons. Our community looks

after one another. Support is here whenever you need it. 

 

foodbank@barnsole-maritime.org

Michelle Mel Frankie

Who is the food bank for?
Our food bank is for anyone in our school community who needs a little extra
support.
Do I have to use it every week?
No. You can contact us whenever you need support. Some people may need
help once, others may need it more than once, there is no judgement and no
obligation.
Do you only provide food?
No, we also have hygiene items available, such as toiletries and other everyday
essentials.
How do I access the food bank?
You can email the food bank directly or speak in confidence to Michelle, Mel or
Frankie. All conversations will be handled sensitively and discreetly.
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Just to remind you our Food Bank Donation baskets are located in both our
Infant and Junior Offices, this is for anyone in our school community who

needs a little extra support. Many parents ask us what items are needed the
most or struggle knowing what to buy.

We thought it might be helpful to give you some examples:

Red split lentils 

Egg/Rice Noodles 

Stock cubes 

White plain flour 

Tubes of tomato puree

Tinned potatoes

f

Barnsole Food Bank Donations
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Providing a balanced lunch helps children stay focused, energetic, and ready to learn
throughout the school day. When packing your child’s lunchbox, try to aim to

include a variety of foods from the main food groups to support their growth and
wellbeing. There is also the option of ordering a free hot meal each day for your

child in Reception and KS1 or a paid hot meal in KS2.

What a Balanced Lunchbox Looks Like:
Starchy Foods

These give children the energy they need to learn and play. Good options include
wholemeal bread or rolls, wraps, rice, pasta, or crackers.

Protein
Protein supports growth and keeps children feeling full for longer. Try lean meats,
eggs, hummus, tofu, beans, or cheese.

Dairy or Dairy Alternatives
These foods help support strong bones and teeth. Include plain or low-sugar
yoghurt, cheese, or plant-based alternatives where appropriate.

Fruit and Vegetables
Aim for at least one portion of fruit and one portion of vegetables each day.
Fresh, chopped options all count.

A Healthy Drink
Water is the best choice for staying hydrated. Please avoid sugary drinks.

A lunchbox that includes a mix of these foods helps children get the nutrients they
need to thrive at school. Thank you for supporting healthy eating habits at home

and at school!

f

HEALTHY LUNCHBOX TIPS FOR PARENTS
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PE Days
On allocated PE Days, children expected to wear the correct PE kit.

This consists of: 
House colour t-shirt
Dark blue joggers or shorts
School jumper or cardigan
Plain white t-shirt if they dow not yet have their house t-shirt.  

Jewellery
Earrings must be small studs only.  Hoops and larger decorative earrings
(including character earrings are not permitted.  This is a health and safety

requirement and school expectation. 

School Uniform

School uniform footwear should be black shoes or all black trainers.  White,
pink or other coloured trainers are not in line with our uniform

expectations.

f

IMPORTANT UNIFORM REMINDER

NO SMOKING OR VAPING POLICY

Please note that there is a no
smoking/vaping on the school site.

This includes outside areas, such as
the playground, car park and outside

the school gates.
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Class Attendance for the year so far ...

f

Infants
Saturn - 95%
Neptune - 94%
Mercury - 94%
Comet - 92%
Venus - 91%
Jupiter - 91%

Moonbeams - 90%
Mars - 87%

 
 

Juniors
Oberon - 96%
Icarus - 95%
Titan - 95%
Apollo - 95%
Polaris - 95%
Phoenix - 95%
Dragon - 94%
Juno - 93%

Pegasus - 93%
Aquarius - 93%
Capricorn - 92%

Orion - 92%
Aquila - 89%
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julyjune
11/06 : CommuniTea
18/06: Fathers Day
Shop
26/06: Donation non
uniform day - revised
date

01/07: Summer Fair -
Revised date
09/07 : CommuniTea
10/07: Inflatables
afternoon - Revised
date

 

2026
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FRIENDS OF BARNSOLE

STAY UP TO DATE WITH ALL EVENT DETAILS on our Facebook page
facebook.com/friendsbarnsole

friends@barnsole-maritime.org

CommuniTea
Join us for a relaxed tea & coffee
morning once a month right after

drop-off.
A chance to meet, chat and

connect with other parents in our
school community.

Babies and pre-school children
are very welcome.

If you can bring a mug, that would
be great!

We’d love to see you there!

Thursday 2nd April
Thursday 7th May

Thursday 11th June
Thursday 9th July

Free to attend!



Dates for the Diary

Monday 25  May-Friday 29  Mayth th May Half Term

Monday 1  Junest School Returns

Friday 5  Juneth Nursery Sports Day (9am-10am) more details to follow

Tuesday 9  Juneth Yr 3&4 Sports Day (Brasenose field) (9.30am-11.00am)
Yr 5&6 Sports Day (Brasenose field (1.00pm-2.30pm)

Wednesday 10  Juneth Yr R Sports Day (Infant Field) (2.00-3.00pm)

Thursday 11th June
CommuniTea - Join us to meet, chat and connect with other
parents in our school community (younger children welcome) 
(9am-10am) KS1 Hall

Friday 12  June th Yr 2 Sports Day (Infant Field) (2.00-3.00pm)

Tuesday 16  Juneth Yr 1 Sports Day (Infant Field) (2.00-3.00pm)

Thursday 18  Juneth Fathers Day Shop

Friday 26th June Summer Fair Donation non unifoirm day

Wednesday 1  Julyst Summer Fair

Thursday 9  Julyth
CommuniTea - Join us to meet, chat and connect with other
parents in our school community (younger children welcome) 
(9am-10am) KS1 Hall

Friday 10  Julyth Inflatables afternoon - more details to follow

Friday 17  July th Yr 6 Production (Third Avenue Church)
10am-11.30am

Tuesday 21  Julyst End of School Year
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