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Dear Parents & Carers,

Attendance continues to be a key priority for us at Barnsole
Primary School. Since COVID, we have seen a noticeable change in
attendance patterns for some families, both here and nationally.
While illness and unavoidable situations do happen, regular
absence can build up quickly and have a real impact on children’s
learning, confidence, and friendships. Children take their lead from
the adults around them. When parents speak positively about
school and show that education is important, children are far
more likely to feel settled, motivated, and ready to learn. Equally,
when school is seen as optional or something that can be missed
easily, children can begin to feel the same way. Your view of
school shapes their view of school. At Barnsole, we want every
child to experience success, build strong routines, and enjoy their
time with us. Good attendance is one of the most powerful ways
to support this. Even a few days missed each term can make it
harder for children to keep up and stay confident in the
classroom. Thank you for working with us to ensure your child
attends regularly and arrives on time each day.

Best wishes,
Mr J Smales
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If you have concerns about a child in school, please contact one of the
Safeguarding team:

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Jonathan Smales (Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Liz Kramer (Deputy Headteacher)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Nicole Barber (Assistant Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Stephanie Tollervey (Assistant

Headteacher)
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Michelle Kagan (FLO)

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead: Helen Rixon (Office Manager) 

If you are concerned about a child outside of school, either after school, at the
weekends or during a school holiday, you can contact the following to report
your concerns: 

Helpful Contact Numbers
Medway Children Services – 01634 334466

Out of Hours Duty Team Medway – 03000 419191
NSPC – 0800 800 500

Police – 101
Medway.gov.uk/mscb/

http://gov.uk/mscb/
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Nursery

Year R

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.

T
his week in Nursery we have been reading different traditional tales. At the end of the week we took a poll to find out our favourite story in the morning session and in the afternoon session.

In nursery we performed a rendition of Little Red Riding Hood at carpet time. When we
had finished the props were added to the home corner and the children enjoyed acting

out the parts in their own style during the session.
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We have had a very exciting two weeks in Reception with the start of our Welly
Wednesday sessions. Both classes have had a chance to explore the area and had lots
of fun - it was lovely to hear the buzz of excitement amongst the children both before

and after their session!
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Year 1
Mr Smales needed a new shelter for the playground, and our Year One children were

more than up to the challenge! They began by discussing what an effective shelter would
need — it had to be waterproof, strong, and spacious enough to fit their “mini-mes”

inside. The children then set to work designing and constructing their own shelters
before evaluating how well they worked.

Year 2
We have been working really hard on our addition in Year 2. The children played a
caterpillar game that effectively demonstrated the importance of exchanging when

adding numbers. They are now proficient in using Dienes blocks and a place value chart
to add two-digit numbers, and some are even able to express their calculations

formally. As we progress, we are preparing to tackle the next challenge: subtraction.

As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.As the academic year draws to a close, it's truly heart-warming to reflect on all the learning experiences our children have enjoyed over the past year. It has been a whirlwind of activities, each one contributing to their growth, creativity, and enjoyment of learning. From exciting Art lessons exploring different media, making clocks in Maths to help with telling the time and our visit to Hever Castle. We've been lucky to have exciting PE lessons led by our sports coach and have had the opportunity in D&T, to design and make puppets. Moreover, our immersive writing experiences, including the dragon hunt and beach day re-enactment, sparked the children’s imaginations and led to some truly remarkable writing pieces. Thank you for your continued support and partnership throughout this year.
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Year 3

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.

Year 4
This week in Year 4, we have been learning all about food packaging in D&T. The

children explored the importance of using recyclable materials, including ingredient
lists, expiry dates, and how bright, eye-catching designs help to sell products.

After conducting their own research, they applied their learning by creating their
very own 3D packaging for a chosen food item. 

Year 3 have been learning about Bell Beaker pots in Art. Over the past few
weeks, the children have sketched their own beaker designs using pencil and

charcoal. This week, they began practising the patterns they will include on their
Bell Beaker pots. They are very excited and can’t wait to start creating their

pots!
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Year 5

In
Year 2, we have been diving into the wonderful world of colour mixing with paint, and I must say, the enthusiasm and creativity displayed by the students have been truly remarkable! We started our exploration with the primary colours—red, blue, and yellow. The children have not only learned to identify these colours but have also discovered how to mix them to create a vibrant array of secondary colours. It has been delightful to see their faces light up as they experiment with combinations and witness the magical transformations of colour right before their eyes.

Year 6

Year 6 have launched their new balanced argument unit through a lively courtroom
debate inspired by their class book Holes. The big question: Was Stanley Yelnats truly

guilty of stealing Clyde Livingstone’s shoes?
Pupils took on the roles of judges, prosecution, defence, jury, and witnesses, presenting
convincing arguments, asking thoughtful questions, and weighing up the evidence with

great care. After much deliberation, the jury reached their final verdict… GUILTY!
It was a fantastic start to the unit, showcasing excellent reasoning, teamwork, and

dramatic flair from all involved.
  

Last week, Year 5 learned about the taotie, a mysterious creature from ancient Chinese
mythology that often appeared on Shang Dynasty bronze vessels. We explored how

these bronzes were made using piece-mould casting, then took inspiration to create our
own designs using clay and silicone casting. The children loved shaping their models and

seeing their patterns come to life, just like the swirling horns, fangs and bold features of
the traditional taotie.
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You may have noticed that some children came home on Friday with delicious cakes and
cookies that they had made in school, these treats were the result of our brand-new

Champions Club, which launched on Friday 7th November.

Each week, one child from every class in Key Stage 2 will be invited to join the Champions Club
as a special recognition of their hard work, positive attitude, and commitment to always doing
the right thing. These children consistently demonstrate our school values, showing kindness,

empathy, and respect towards others both in and out of the classroom.

During the session, the children take part in a fun, hands-on activity, this week it was baking,
and enjoying time together celebrating their achievements.

                                

Champions Club Launches at Barnsole!

                   

Following the success of our reading sessions last year, when parents were invited into school
to share a love of reading with their children, we are delighted to announce that the initiative

will be relaunching this term.

From Friday 21st November, we would like to invite all parents of children in Reception and Key
Stage 1 to come into school at 2:45pm each Friday afternoon to spend time reading with their

children.

Last year’s sessions were a real highlight of the week, it was great to see so many parents
and carers joining us. Some read one-to-one with their child, others read with small groups,
and some even brought in favourite books from home to share. The atmosphere across the

whole Infant school was filled with excitement, stories, and the fun of reading together.

Whether you are new to the school or joined us for these sessions last year, we would love
to see you on Friday 21st November for the first session of the year. Continuing to develop

our children’s love of books and reading - together.

Sharing a Love of Reading – Are you free on

a Friday afternoon?
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PHONICS WORKSHOP SUCCESS

We were pleased to host some well-attended Phonics Workshops recently, where parents
joined their children in a fun and engaging phonics lesson. The children were excited to share
their learning, and having their parents in the classroom meant a great deal to them. It was
great to see so many families taking part and showing such enthusiasm for early reading.
During the sessions, parents had the opportunity to explore the specific language we use

when teaching phonics – including key terms such as digraph and trigraph. The workshop also
offered practical ideas for how parents can continue to support their children’s phonics
learning at home. If you missed the sessions and would like further information, please

contact the office.
The sessions highlighted the high expectations we hold for all our pupils as they develop the
essential skills for early reading. We would like to extend a big thank you to all the parents

who attended, we really appreciate you giving up your time to support your children’s
learning.

Keep an eye out for future opportunities to come into school and share in your children’s
learning experiences - we always look forward to welcoming you!

Our school and Trust operates a zero-debt policy. Therefore, all wraparound
care sessions must be booked and paid for at least 24 hours in advance.

Please check your child’s MCAS account and pay any outstanding debt.  Moving
forward if your child’s account is in debt, we will not be able to admit them
to any wraparound care sessions until the debt is cleared.  The school office
will be contacting you either to assist with making payment or ask you to

collect your child.  

Wraparound care is an additional, non-compulsory service. Continued booking
without payment may result in a review of the offer of these provisions to

you in the future.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support.
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School Uniform
Please can we remind parents of our school uniform policy.  Please take the

time to read this on our school website.

Jewellery & Hair Accessories 
Earrings - plain Studs only

Hair bands or hair ties should be plain colours and small
No necklaces, bracelets or any other item of jewellery is allowed

Items of Religious Significance
Children from the Sikh community are allowed to wear a kara, which is a steel
or iron bracelemt.  As part of the Sikh faith, the kara must not be removed.

Head coverings (hijab) should be plain navy blue or black without any
embellishments, patterns or additonal decorations. 

PE Days
For PE Days, children should be wearing black shorts, leggings or tracksuit

bottoms.  T-shirt in the colour of your child’s house team or a plain white t-
shirt and  Black trainers (no bright ones).

On the days that the children have PE they can come to school already their PE
kit.  It is essential that all items of clothing are clearly marked with your

child’s name, including coats and PE kit.

f

Parent Information - Uniform Reminder





CHRISTMAS
FAIR

 Wednesday 17th
December

3.30pm - 5pm
KS2 Hall 

TOMBOLA, RAFFLE,CHRISTMAS
CRAFTS, GAMES AND MORE 

Cash only, please
bring small change!

STAY UP TO DATE WITH ALL EVENT DETAILS on our Facebook page
facebook.com/friendsbarnsole

friends@barnsole-maritime.org
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EE Safer Sims

The EE network is offering Safer SIM plans come with pre-set parental control options, so
you can rest assured your child is better protected against viewing inappropriate

material.
Parental controls can't be switched off, so whenever they’re connected to the EE Mobile

network they’ll be safer online. Parental controls block access to websites based on
content categories but can’t block all content in apps.

If you’ve got EE Broadband, you can set more parental controls so that devices connected
to your Smart Hub router will have content filtered too.

https://ee.co.uk/mobile/safer-sims#plans

https://ee.co.uk/help/security/staying-safe-online/switching-content-lock-on-or-off
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Class Attendance for the year so far ...

f

Infants

Saturn - 96%
Neptune - 95%
Mercury 95%
Comet - 93%

Moonbeams - 92%
Jupiter - 91%
Venus - 91%
Mars - 90% 

 
 

Juniors

Oberon - 97%
Phoenix - 97%
Apollo - 96%
Titan - 96%

Icarus - 95%
Dragon - 94%
Juno - 94%

Aquarius - 94%
Pegasus - 93%
Capricorn - 93%

Aquila - 92%
Polaris - 91%
Orion - 89%



Monday 1  Decemberst Yr 3 Stoneage worshop 
(Payment to be made via the MCAS app)

Tuesday 2  Decembernd Yr 5 Egyptian workshop 
(Payment to be made via the MCAS app)

Friday 5  Decemberth Yr 6 African Dance Workshop
(Payment to be made via the MCAS app)

Monday 8  Decemberth

Yr 4 Christmas Carol Concert (10am-11a,)

Yr 1 Christmas Carol Concert (1.30-2.30pm)
Third Avenue Church

Tuesday 9  Decemberth

Yr 5 Christmas Carol Concert (10am-11am)

Yr 2 Christmas Carol Concert (1.30pm-2.30pm)
Third Avenue Church

Wednesday 10  Decemberth Yr 6 Christmas Carol Concert (10am-11am)
Third Avenue Church

Wednesday 10  Decemberth Yr 4 Anglo Saxon Workshop 
(Payment to be made via MCAS app)

Thursday 11  Decemberth Yr 3 Christmas Carol Concert (10am-11am)
Third Avenue Church

Friday 12  Decemberth Year R Nativity (10am-11am)
Third Avenue Church

Friday 12  Decemberth
Non-Uniform Day
Donations to the Christmas Fayre - further information 
to follow

Friday 12  December at 6pm th Christmas Wreath Workshop (KS1 Hall)
Book via pta-events.co.uk/friendsofbarnsole

Wednesday 17  Decemberth Barnsole Christmas Fayre (3.30-5.00pm) 
KS2 Hall

Friday 19  Decemberth Autumn Term 2 Ends

CHRISTMAS BREAK Monday 22nd December-Friday 2nd January 2026

Dates for the Diary



Monday 5  Januaryth SCHOOL RETURNS

Thursday 15  Januaryth School Census (Special Menu)

Tuesday 10  Februaryth Yr R and Yr 6 Height, Weight and Measure

Friday 13  February th Spring Term 1 ends

HALF TERM Monday 16  February-Friday 20  Februaryth th

Monday 23  February rd SCHOOL RETURNS 

Thursday 5  Marchth World Book Day
Further information to follow

Thursday 11  March-Wednesday 18  Marchth th Scholastic Book Fair
Further information to follow

Friday 13  Marchth Red Nose Day
Further information to follow

Friday 20  Marchth INSET DAY

Wednesday 25  Marchth Parents Consultation Meetings 3.30pm-5.30pm
Further details to follow

Wednesday 1  Aprilst Parents Consultation Meetings 3.30pm-5.30pm
Further details to follow

Thursday 2nd April Spring Term 2 ends

Friday 3  April-Friday 17  Aprilrd th Easter Holidays

Monday 20  Aprilth SCHOOL RETURNS

Monday 4  Mayth May Bank Holiday

Monday 11  May-Thursday 14  Mayth th Yr 6 SATs Week

Monday 25  May-Friday 29  Mayth th May Half Term

Monday 1  Junest School Returns

Wednesday 8  Julyth Summer Fayre

Tuesday 21  Julyst End of School Year

Dates for the Diary








